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Hampshire Collegiate School  

Learning outside the Classroom (LOC)ς Raising Achievement 

 

Overview of the LOC project  PHASE 1 

Learning outside the classroom, known at HCS as LOC is not a new idea specific to Hampshire 

Collegiate School, but a new approach to LOC at HCS has resulted in an increase in the range of 

activities taking place outside the classroom in our own school grounds, in addition to the regular 

field studies, residential trips home and abroad, sporting events and trips to music and theatre 

venues.  

There has also been a growth in the number of visitors to the school site to carry out workshops and 

allow the pupils to take part in enrichment activities that take them beyond the conventional 

curriculum.  

Placing LOC on the HCS Strategic Plan has given us an opportunity to focus on the development of 

resources and schemes of work to raise the engagement and interest of pupils in their school 

environment and allowed the staff to be creative in the use of our own school grounds of 130 acres.  

Working with colleagues, ideas came together for developing previous work on LOC and sharpening 

the focus. Additional funding from UCST meant that we were able accelerate some aspects of the 

outdoor learning initiative. Having worked ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ Σ άhǇŜƴƛƴƎ 

aƛƴŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀΣ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ 

minded staff to develop learning outside the classroom in a way which would retain the integrity of 

the values of traditional ways of learning and teaching, but also allow for freedom of thought to go 
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way beyond a normal curriculum. Was this a brave step for a successful school to take? No, at HCS 

we believe that a clear vision and a managed approach to LOC has done a great deal to raise 

achievement, engagement and motivation in our pupils.  

In the spirit of taking a calculated risk, (which is what we encourage our children to do), we decided 

to put  LOC lessons into our curriculum by giving time for it on the timetable in the Junior School for 

2010/11. Time was given to training staff in Forest Schools techniques and all the Junior School Staff 

spent  a day at an outdoor study centre. They were given time for planning together and we 

organised this in Year Groups. We also gave attention as to how LOC work would be recorded and 

decided upon a scrapbook.  In the previous year we had encouraged LOC through other subjects, but 

this year we wanted to give it its own identity. Once LOC began to capture the imagination of the 

pupils and the staff it was a natural next step to involve parents via special events and reports in our 

weekly bulletin and begin to work with LOC as a unique selling point for HCS. LOC is something that 

sets us apart from other schools and celebrates this special place and its 130 acres of woodland, 

streams, orchards, farm, sports fields and open spaces. 

 

Evaluating success 

How is LOC becoming a USP for the school? 

 LOC activities are celebrated in special assemblies, displays in school, a special place on the 

website and also on one of our school buses so that the message goes beyond the school 

gates.  

 

 Adverts now carry a strong message about the space we have to learn, to create, to explore.  
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 ! ǎǇƛƴ ƻŦŦ ōǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άhǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘέ is beginning to 

become well known in the local community.  

 Articles about LOC have been published and there was also interest in our Woodland Day 

when families sponsored the planting of three orchards and some silver birch trees. 

Photographs of this were published in the TES. 

 Prospective parents have mentioned LOC when visiting the school. They have said they are 

άƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘέΣ άƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ I/{ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƙave commented on articles in the local press 

about our outdoor learning. 

 Classroom and entrance hall displays keep parents up to date with current LOC initiatives.  

 At our Open Evening in May, pupils were asked a lot of questions about LOC and visitors 

made many comments to staff about the quality of the learning experiences that the 

children take part in, having seen slideshows and photographs of particular LOC events and 

projects. They also took a great interest in the development of our orchards, the allotment 

boxes, amphitheatre, curriculum trails and outdoor classroom. 

 

Is LOC spreading beyond HCS? 

 Other Schools have become interested in LOC and asked for INSET to get the initiative 

started in their schools. The Head and deputy of Surbiton Junior Schools have reported that 

they have started to embed LOC activities within their curriculum. BCS is putting in a raising 

achievement proposal for similar development at their school. 

 INSET has been led by HCS Staff  in two schools 

 Staff from another school have visited HCS 

 The Head of the Junior School has spoken about LOC at an NQT training day and participants 

indicated that they would like to attend further training or a conference on LOC at HCS. 

 Local magazines, newspapers and also the TES have published articles and/or photographs 

of our LOC experiences. It has also been highlighted in the UCST magazine. 

 We are getting comments from parents and visitors to our website about LOC ς the LOC part 

of the website is going to be completely updated in June and we are having a film made for 

the website which will be ready by the end of the Summer term. 
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What are the outcomes for pupils? 

Pupils in KS2 have all taken part in an online survey about their school and the curriculum. Some of 

the information below is from that survey ς carried out in April/May 2011 and is marked thus* 

 !ƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƳǇƘƛǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ 

Walk, three orchard areas and when it is completed the outdoor classroom, which they have 

named LOC HQ. All these places have helped to map out or zone special LOC places that 

have brought extra depth and excitement to their learning and experience. 

 Pupils have taken part in a broad range of activities and experiences that they have enjoyed.  

 Some of the older children have helped to devise activities for younger pupils. 

 LOC is one of the top three subjects that the children would like to spend more time on. 

ртΦу҈ ǾƻǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ [h/ϝ hƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

makes ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘέΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ 

Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘέΦ άLOC is very creative, fun and we have no boundaries in being 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭέΦ hƴƭȅ ǎƛȄ children in the online survey said that they wanted to spend less time on 

LOC.* 

 Nearly 60% of pupils indicated that they liked taking part in practical activities, another 13% 

enjoy doing research and 12% enjoy working on a computer. All of these are part of the LOC 

work meaning that 85% of the pupils are taking part in an activity during LOC that fits one of 

their top 3 preferred learning styles.* An example of such a lesson was a Year 6 maths lesson 

where pupils were learning about mode, median and mean and were doing a throwing 

activity to quickly collect and analyse data. They were totally focussed whilst collecting data 

and using it. In a similar way pupils have shown great enjoyment in using data logging 

equipment and will soon be able to take netbooks outside as HCS Junior School purchased 

additional equipment from other budgets to enhance work in LOC. 

 Of the 106 pupils who responded 42 pupils indicated that they preferred learning outside. 

23 prefer learning in a classroom and 41 said that it made no difference. Of those who 

preferred to learn outside they cited being in the fresh air, enjoyment, excitement and 

getting a real experience as the main reasons. 

 Pupils have found that they can be successful and that sometimes they might get things 

wrong before they work out how to get it right. 

 Many pupils have helped to mind map ideas for the outdoor classroom and the 

amphitheatre and took part in a sun and shadow experiment to see how the new facility 

would work. They have helped to plan the opening event and suggested that we use the 

amphitheatre as the stage for this occasion with tables (cabaret style) on the playground.  
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 Pupils have worked hard at recording, presenting their ideas, learning new skills, learning 

new vocabulary and that learning does not have to fit into the confines of a classroom or 

subject area. E.g A Year 6 pupil when giving a presentation as part of her ILP challenge for 

science presented work she had done outside the classroom. When a voluntary holiday 

scrapbook competition took place 90% of pupils took part. 

 Since putting LOC on the timetable and seeing the enthusiasm of the pupils we have run 

άhǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

days. The courses have included shelter building, survival skills, outdoor cooking, tracking as 

well as science experiments on the theme of earth, air and water. The summer one will 

include making musical instruments and using the new amphitheatre as well as an overnight 

camp. 

 They have had fun working hard at things that interest and motivate them. For example one 

pupil ǿǊƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ 5ŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎΣ άǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

fun knowing there is a new tree being planted makes me feel better about the trees in the 

ǊŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘέ* 

 Over 40% of pupils mentioned LOC or the school grounds when asked how their school 

differed from other schools.* 

 All pupils have had the opportunity to use the new amphitheatre and it is well used each 

break time for playing chess, card games,  as a quiet area and for improvised drama. Most 

pupils have had lessons outside making use of the amphitheatre for drama, music and other 

lessons such as science ς air resistance experiments. A parent has sponsored an outdoor 

musical instrument stand and instruments, following on from the school choir taking part in 

a business function in Romsey.  

 

What are outcomes for the staff? 

The outcomes listed below have come from a questionnaire  for Junior School Staff that was carried 

out in the Summer Term of 2011 almost two years after HCS began its focus on LOC. 

 All teachers found that pupils reactions to LOC lessons were very positive. They mentioned 

ǘƘŀǘ άŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ άƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

enthusiasǘƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άƪŜŜƴ 

ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ [h/ ǎŎǊŀǇōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ΦΦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪέΦ 

 Teachers have noted that the LOC activities have inspired the pupils and that there have 

ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ Σ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

They have particularly noted improvements in paired, group and teamwork, willingness to 

share ideas and equipment. They also feel that many of the children have appeared to be 

more motivated when working outside. 
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 {ǘŀŦŦ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άōŜǘǘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέΣ 

άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

delight in finding that some ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέΦ hƴŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ [h/ Ƙŀǎ άƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎέΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 

άƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 

knowledge. In response to the questionnaire most staff have commented on the 

opportunity to observe pupil behaviour and learning styles, to develop their own ideas 

creatively and to link different parts of the curriculum. 

 During the past year since LOC has been timetabled, the teachers have carried out some 

cross curricular lessons and all have covered many subject areas during the year. 

 Most staff have commented that written work carried out as part of a LOC lesson or as a 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ άƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέΣ άƘŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜƴǎƻǊȅ ƛƴǇǳǘέ ƻǊ άǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέΦ 

 All staff found it helpful to plan in Year Groups and to have resources grouped according to 

Year Groups. 

 All staff recognised that LOC has become a strong selling point for the school and many 

commented that parents had commented on how much their children were enjoying the 

lessons. 

 All teachers in KS2 want to continue with LOC lessons being timetabled, one has 

 asked for the lessons to be a longer fortnightly lesson rather than every week. KS1 and Early 

Years staff prefer the freedom to timetable their own sessions into their weekly planning. 

 All teachers have said they have benefitted from having a designated member of staff 

leading on this area of the curriculum. They have appreciated her expertise, enthusiasm and 

the resources that have been produced.  

 All staff have found the LOC Scrapbooks an effective way of recording LOC lessons. 

 All staff have commented on the high quality of whole staff training at Minstead Outdoor 

Study Centre and have asked for more whole school training for next year. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE OF PHASE 1 LOC 

Amphitheatre development  March/April  2011 

March 4th ς work begins                                                           March 9th 

           

April  - work nearly done                                          Handover in May and toolbox full of  chocolates!                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

            

 

            

 

 

 

 

The photo below shows a science lesson 

experiment on air resistance and the one 

on the right shows part of the orchestra 

during a rehearsal. 

One surprising observation on the use of the amphitheatre is that the children really want to 

perform and be above their audience, so they have tended to use the structure as their stage 

with the audience seated around the playground. 
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Wǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ άhǊŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜέ 

   

Some of the cast ƻŦ άDǊŜŀǎŜέ                                 !ƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ Η 

tIh¢h{ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ I/{ άhǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘέ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

Making shelters 

         

https://intranet.hampshire.csco.org.uk/Teaching_Staff/Junior_School/201011/Outside%20in%20your%20Element/DSC_0045.JPG
https://intranet.hampshire.csco.org.uk/Teaching_Staff/Junior_School/201011/Outside%20in%20your%20Element/DSC_0060.JPG
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Pond dipping 

         

Learning essential survival skills 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now in their ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ άhǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘέ 

courses are a very popular extension of our LOC work 

and are always oversubscribed. As we reach the 

summer of 2011 we have Outside in Your Element  

courses 3 and 4.                                                                                     

The themes so far have been:                                             

1) Earth, air and water   -fun science based work                                                                       

2) Survival skills and campcraft                                                           

3) Music and stars ς making musical instruments and 

astronomy with an overnight camp.                                                

4)Olympic Stardom  

 

https://intranet.hampshire.csco.org.uk/Teaching_Staff/Junior_School/201011/Outside%20in%20your%20Element/DSC_0081.JPG
https://intranet.hampshire.csco.org.uk/Teaching_Staff/Junior_School/201011/Outside%20in%20your%20Element/DSC_0092.JPG
https://intranet.hampshire.csco.org.uk/Teaching_Staff/Junior_School/201011/Outside%20in%20your%20Element/DSC_0163.JPG
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WOODLAND DAY ς March 2011 The children helped to plant orchard areas after families were 

invited to sponsor a tree. In total we planted 82 trees. As the orchard grows we will be asking the 

children to research their tree and we hope to make a recipe book of favourite recipes using fruit. 

            

                                                                                                                      

 

                                                                                                            

The Woodland Day linked tree planting with many 

activities for the children related to woodland. We 

also raised money for the Woodland Trust. It 

brought together the whole school community as 

families planted their trees together. The 

maintenance and grounds team were on hand 

having worked with the children to measure out the 

orchards and chose suitable locations prior to 

planting. 

Year 3 children working on mapping our ever 

changing school landscape, to include the 

new orchards and the amphitheatre. 
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Development of the Outdoor Classroom 

April 2011 

 

 

             
 

 

 

This has been completed with decking all around to allow for outdoor working. It has benching inside 

and has  had doors and window shutters fitted which are slatted to allow for the whole building to 

be used as a hide or to be completely opened up. It will be equipped with resources for LOC such as : 

clipboards, magnifying glasses, binoculars, key recognition laminated sheets for science work and 

other items related to many curriculum areas. 

 
 

The Long Walk curriculum trails are being developed to lead up to the outdoor classroom (LOC HQ). 

Positioned along the Long Walk and other surrounding woodland will be the Trail Boxes which have 

just been made. These will house Curriculum Trail resources which can be frequently changed to 

accommodate the different needs of different subjects and for pupils of all ages. 
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OTHER LOC DEVELOPMENTS 

Year 4 winners of the class scarecrow competition 

               
 

 

 
 

             
 

      

The parents joined in the fun and placed 

scarecrows around the grounds to advertise our 

Bonfire Night. Y6 interviewed these characters 

to find out why they were visiting our school 

grounds 

Another visitor to the school 

was the Easter Bunny who 

set the children off on an 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Year 5 photographed 

their favourite 

autumn images and 

used some for 

shadow drawing. 
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Year 1 geography task          planting bulbs for  a present for Mum     hiding acorns for the squirrels 

             
           Y2 allotments                                                            Making wood sculptures 

 

            
          Looking for symmetry in leaves                           Meeting Mr MacDonald to learn about 

                                                                                                 Florence Nightingale at Embley 

 

 
 

The whole school took part in a sponsored walk around the school grounds and other projects 

involved with finding out about the North Pole.  One of our parents walked 350 miles to the 

magnetic North Pole and took with her this flag from HCS which the children had made. 
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Y 3 Nature bingo 

    
 

 Year 4 clay models                                                                                                                                              

                                                 
 

Year 4 tree survey 

 

Harvesting the sunflower 

seeds led to questions to 

be answered....Do all the 

sunflowers have the 

same number of seeds? 

Which birds like to eat 

sunflower seeds? 

Many of the 

creative LOC 

projects lead into 

written work; 

stories and 

poems 

Most of the trees on 

the long walk have 

been labelled and 

the children have 

done some research 

on the different 

trees. 


